“Aﬂd the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his g‘org as of a fathers only son, full of grace and truth.”

Jol'm 1.13

| _imestone carving of the Jncarnation outside St. Martin’s in the Ficlds,
| ondon
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“T rinitarian thcologg asserts that (God’s love for His creation is not the love
that is born of ‘cmptincss’....

It is a lovc that ovcrﬁows from Fu"ncss.”

(W.H. Vanstone in ]_ove’s [ ndeavour, |_ove’s E_xpcnsc’)



A Christmas Mcssagc from Archbishop Anne
2024

(_hristmas is best seen and best experiencecl through the eyes of a child.

T here is a sense of wonder and c{elight in watching a child be tota”g caPtivated
!:)3 the magjic of it all. [ rom twink]ing Clﬁristmas Iights and festive decorations on
the Christmas tree, to the magjic of Santa and his sleigh, the ghcts wraPPec{ n
brightlg coloured paper under the tree, these are ‘wonder-filled’ moments for

children, and if we’re honest for adults too.

Hj mystery surrounds our secular activities at Christmastime, how much more

mgsterious are the events surrounding the birth of the timeless 5on of (God,
[ mmanuel

T he story of the [ncarnation as told by the gospel writer John is different from
the others. | here are no great announcements from angels to shepherds.

T here’s no description of the harrowingjoumey Joseph and Mary took to
Dethlehem. T here is no mention of the exact place where the birth of Jesus
took place or of royal visitors. |n fact, in the prologue to John’s gospel, Jesus is

not mentioned bg name.

But without all of that, John’s words remain Powencu] and Poetic and draw us
into the story of his birth. T}‘sey make us think about who (Godis and what (od
is up to in the person of Jesus (hrist, omclcering us a greaterglimpsc of who

(God truly is.



Long before taking on human Hesh) Jo}m tells us, Jesus, The Word, was with

(God, indeed The Word was (God. And then, Jesus is Light, a light that shines
50 }Drightly in the darkness that nothing could overcome it.

John’s words remind us that (God has been working on behalf of humankind
since the very beginning of time. TEC (God who said, “/ et there be //gﬁi‘” and
who confirmed this light as good — now becomes the light that shines in the
December darkness year after year after year and is the light of the world for all
People and for all time.

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.” John goes on to describe this
Heshg (God through the narratives of his life and ministry and the account of his
sugering and death. Thc (God who came to be among us, is notjust an cthereal
sPirit, buta person who lives and eats and breathes and walks and laug}ﬁs and
cries. And through it we come to know and understanc]just who our (God is and

hOW much hC IOVCS us.

We cannot even bcgin to take the enormity of it allin and so we gaze in awe and

wonder at the amazing mystery of it and sing our Praiscs.

Butis this enough? Mag | suggest that ce]ebrating the }Jirthc]ag of Jesus goes
much deeper than simply ‘keeping (hristin (Christmas’. Jesus is the living
Word, the one who brought the world into being, but is also the one who
remains with us to&ay. (God who wants us to be swept up in [1is story and make

“his story” our stoxy.

“Io all who received /7//77] who believed in bis name, he gave power to become

children of (God.” Uohn [ 2)



T hose who encountered Jesus that first (Christmas were changed bg it. T he
shcp}nerds went on their way rejoicing to tell the good goods. The Magi went
home bg a different route, thus avoiding the evil Herod.

We too have been transformed }33 his grace and have seen with our own eyes
the change that he makes in our dai]9 lives. | _et’s live as a PeoP]e who believe
that _Jesus is with us now as we encounter him our worship in word and
sacrament. And he is present in his bodg —the church. Jtis whg we say we live
an incarnational faith - why we seck Jcsus not only in the words we say, but in

the sacramental life we live.

And so, if we are Paying attention, we will recognize too that Goa’/njcsus Is In
the orclinary moments of our lives — in the shopping and cleaning and cooking; in
the making of school 1unches, the time we spcnd with loved ones; the walk in the
SNOW; Plagtime with dogs; the shove”ing of snow, and the c[ailg grind of work.
Jesus is in the kiss we give a loved one - the hug for a friend in trouble - the
exchange of peace, the sharing of meals and gilcts.

Jesus is in the moment when we look into the eyes of someone the world

considers UﬂlOVCly, anc] our 6965 arc OPCﬂCC{ to see as JCSUS SEEs.

[tis whg we aim to live the (hristian life bg not onlg thinking about it or tandng
about it, but }39 doing it. |t is w}‘:g our prayers are not on]g those of our hearts,
but those of our hands and feet. ]t is w}wg we are called not onlg to look at the

lig}‘xt, but to reflect the ]ight and love of Christ wherever we find ourselves.

Wishing you a wonder-filled Christmas and New Year. Mag you discover (God

in _Jesus this (hristmas and in every moment of the coming year.

With love and good wishes,
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