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Chair Anne Zuliani thanked all the 
volunteers and supporters of the 
Mission.  It is only through their 
work and support that the Mission 
is able to serve the many ships 
and seafarers that come to the 
Port of Thunder Bay. 

The Annual Fundraiser Dinner 
took place at the Current River 
Recreation Centre on Friday,  
April 11.  This years speaker was 
Bill Skrepichuk , who gave a  
history of the three masted ship 
named òSligoó.  The schooner was 
built in Port Arthur and sailed the 

Great Lakes for many years.   

 The meal was accompanied with 
music once again this year by Bill 

and Pat Towel.  

The dinner has been a very  
popular evening, bringing the 
many supporters of the Mission  
together to see and hear what 
plans are taking place.   Board 

SUCCESSFUL FUNDRASIER DINNER 

The Watch Keeper 

MISSION TO SEAFARERS 

PORT OF THUNDER BAY 

Sadly, the van that has served us so well for so many 

years, has made its final trip. It is a 1981 Dodge Ram van. 

It has been repainted twice and a third one is becoming 

necessary . When serviced for the spring tune up it was 

discovered new front brakes and extensive ti-rod and 

ball joint work was required. This news was followed 

closely on May 10 by the discovery the transmission 

would not engage in reverse.  All this to say, the van has 

served us well, but will serve us no longer.  

Fortunately Canon Ed and the Board have spent a good 

deal of time this past year working on a grant  

application to the International Transport Workers  

Federation (ITF) Seafarersõ Trust to replace our  

vehicle.  For the interim a van has been rented while we 

(Continued on page 2) 

OUR VAN HAS MADE  

ITõS LAST TRIP! 

Bill Skrepichuk with  

presentation from Board Chair  

Anne Zuliani 

Seafarers Purchase Supplies 
The crew of the M/V  

Saguenay are seen here 

purchasing food and other 

provisions in December.  

The ship had a longer than 

expected trip to the Port of 

Thunder Bay and were very 

grateful to get ashore.   

Six shopping carts of food 

were loaded into the van 

and taken back to the ship.  

It was interesting to watch 

as they filled a large net 

with the goods and hauled it aboard with the use of the huge on deck 

crane.  Many crews that come to the Port of Thunder Bay are eager to 

get ashore to do some shopping and sight seeing around the City.   

Our volunteers who meet and great the seafarers are very friendly and 

helpful in meeting the needs  of those that come from the ships.  Should 

you be interested in becoming a volunteer Watch Keeper or in some 

other capacity please call the Seafarersõ Centre and we will gladly help 

you get involved! 

These are crew members of the last ship of the shipping  

season in the port.  They are carrying some of the 

Christmas gift bags which we give out to the seafarers 

in the month of December. They are grateful to receive 

hats and scarves, some sweet treats and other various 

gifts to take with them on their journey back down the 

St. Lawrence Seaway.   
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Canadian Lighthouses of Lake 

Superior Inc.  May 5, 2014 

Today, Canadian Lighthouses of Lake Superior Inc. 

(CLLS) releases its new name and structure as an 

incorporated, not-for-profit, with the mandate to; 

manage, maintain, and restore regional  

lighthouses for public access.  

Canadian Lighthouses of Lake Superior is an  

umbrella organization, which is developing a  

historic trail of lighthouses for everyone to share. 

As a member in good standing with the Ontario  

Historical Society, plans are being laid for this  

summerõs operation to welcome visitors. Leases 

have been secured from the Department of  

Fisheries & Oceans for Pt. Porphyry and Number Ten 

(Shaganash) Lighthouses. 

Paul Capon, Chair of CLLS said, ósummer  

volunteers will work towards readying the  

locations for future visiting tourists, artists,  

painters, outdoors adventurists, birders,  

kayakers, sailors and boaters. Transport Canada 

approved charter boat services which will provide  

accessibility to those in need of transport. 

The organization also hosted the second Annual 

Superior Lighthouse Symposium held at the Prince 

Arthur Hotel, on Saturday May 10th. 

Guest speakers included; Joanie McGuffin  

photographer, outdoors enthusiast and author, who 

will speak about the development of a new Lake 

Superior water-trail that incorporates the  

lighthouses. Darrell Makin, local author, kayaker and 

lecturer from the School of Outdoor Recreation, 

Parks and Tourism at Lakehead University will speak 

about kayaking through the islands and how  

lighthouses can be used as stopping-off points. 

Michèle Proulx, Parks Management Planner, Ministry 

of Natural Resources will be speaking about local 

island habitats and regional park spaces. A local 

documentary, òThe Lighthouse Trailó will be shown 

to orientate lighthouse symposium guests to our 

regional opportunities. 

ANNUAL MEAT SALE FUNDRAISER 
Janet Pike 

Thank you to everyone for your support and work on the 

Meat Sale. The canvassers did a tremendous job of selling 

for a total sale of $5,218.00, giving us a profit of 

$1,034.29. It was challenging this year with the wholesale 

price of meat going up and we would like to thank Europe-

an Meats for their support of our Meat Sale Fund-raiser. 

The workers who helped to pack the bags were great.  

We could easily rival any assembly line once we got our 

rhythm established.  

Thank you for the suggestions and guidance from those 

who are now the seasoned veterans of the sale. Next year 

will be even better.  

Again, my sincerest appreciation to all.   

( f r o m  Le f t  to  R ig h t )  P au l  M or r a l ee ,  S ec r e ta r y  t o  

C anad ia n  L i g h t h o us es  o f  La ke  S up er i o r  (C LLS ) ,  

E r ic  H a ns e n,  C om m o dor e  o f  t he  T h u n der  B a y 

Yac h t  C lu b ,  S ena t o r  B o b  M cKa y D i r e c t o r  o f  C LLS ,  

P au l  C a po n  C ha i r  C LLS  an d  s u p p or t e r s  G lo r ia  

M cKa y a n d  M a yor  R ic ha r d  H a r ve y o f  N ip i go n .   

STATISTICS - APRIL 1 TO MAY 31, 2014 

Ocean Going Serviced 23 # of Seafarers Transported 196 

Lakers/CCG Visited 3 # of Visitors to Centre 102 

Ship Visits: Chaplain 4 # of Internet Users 81 

Ship Visits: Ship Visitor 11 # of Phone Cards Sold 84 

Days Staffed 21 Tours 0 

await word on the status of our application.  

We remain hopeful that we will be successful in our 

request, but we are also realistic and are continuing 

to investigate other funding options. You will see a 

donations appeal on page 3, please read and  

consider a contribution to our donation appeal. 

(Continued from page 1) 

SEA SUNDAY JULY 13 
Pray for seafarers and the Mission to Seafarers, 

Apostleship of the Sea, and International Sailors Society. 

The Marinerõs Hymn is Eternal Father Strong to Save. 

Prayers can be found at www.missiontoseafarers.ca. 



 Page 3 
The Watch Keeper 

The Chaplainõs Corner 

The spring is normally a busy time for the Mission to 

Seafarers with the Annual General Meeting,  

Fund-raising Dinner and the Meat Sale. This spring we 

had an opportunity, thanks to a significant donation 

from the International Sailors Society of Canada, to 

upgrade the flooring at the Seafarersõ Centre. The 

Centre dates from 1981 and the Board felt that it was 

time to renew the flooring. Now that it is done, people 

are saying how much more welcoming the Centre is.  

Like any renovation project there is more work than 

what you envision. All of our stuff had to be shifted 

twice in order for the installers to put the flooring 

down. It was an opportunity to reorganize our stuff, 

shifting some of it to our new shed and disposing of 

other 

things. We 

decided to 

replace 

the  

shelving in 

the  

clothing 

room and 

hardwire the computer data cables. This work  

implements our goal of making the Seafarersõ Centre 

a welcoming place and to provide warm clothing for 

seafarers. As a result of the improvements to the 

clothing room, the clothing is moving off the shelves 

as quickly as it is put out, and our volunteers are 

having a much easier time to process the clothing 

donations and put them on the shelves. 

This season was an unusual start to shipping. The ice 

delayed the opening of the Port, the latest on record, 

and when it did open ships were being convoyed by 

an ice breaker. May became very busy and we looked 

after 22 ships. A hitch developed when our van  

developed some mechanical problems.  

Until we rented a van, seafarers who could, made 

their own way to the Centre. One seafarer paid $70 

for a taxi from Cargill to our Centre. The cost of the 

taxi ride really underscores the value of the ministry 

of transportation. Crews from ships berthed at  

Current River Terminal in the north end of the city or  

Superior Terminal in the south end are really isolated in 

terms of being able to get into the city and being able to 

use a telephone and Wi-Fi. 

It was with regret that I cancelled the Blessing of the 

Fleet this spring. I had scheduled myself to take a 

course June 9 to 20, and discussed it with the Board 

early in April. Due to a heavier work load than I  

anticipated I did not feel that I could get my part in 

organizing the Blessing of the Fleet completed in time. 

With the extra work at the Mission this spring, a number 

of volunteers have made significant contributions of 

time and I needed to ensure that they were not  

overburdened. We are planning to hold the Blessing of 

the Fleet again next year. 

If anyone is interested in helping as a volunteer, we are 

looking for a few dedicated people. Our volunteers are 

getting older and we need some additional help. 

Finally I would like to thank our supporters of the  

Mission to Seafarers who came to our Fund-raising 

Dinner or purchased meat, and our volunteers who 

have worked really hard. We are doing what we  

intended, we are ensuring seafarers who are strangers 

to our Port have a friendly welcome and are assisted in 

contacting their families and in purchasing their  

personal items. Our care for them helps them be at sea 

away from their families. 

Mission to Seafarers: Canada 

Over the past year further development of the Mission 

to Seafarers: Canada organization has continued, and 

the progress is notable. The organizationõs Executive 

has been elected, and the Most Revõd Fred Hiltz,  

Primate, has been appointed as Liaison Bishop. This will 

enable further efforts to continue in order to fully  

create an organization that can look out for the  

interests of all Canadian stations and on the  

international stage. As a result of these developments, 

plans are in the works to hold a regional (Canadian) 

conference in Halifax in June 2015 that would formally 

recognize the stand-up of the Mission to Seafarers: 

Canada.  

On May 25, 2014 during the morning Eucharist at Christ Church 

Cathedral in Ottawa, Bishop Peter Coffin, the Military  

Ordinariate, made Major Doug Friesen, Lieutenant Commander 

Andrew Cooke, Major Shawn Samson and Lieutenant  

Commander Ed Swayze canons in the Military Ordinariate.  

Doug, Andrew and Ed have served in the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Chaplain Canon Ed Swayze 

DONATIONS APPEAL 2014 
Anne Zuliani 

Without the assistance of our donors the Mission could not  

support the seafarers as we currently do. We so appreciate all 

the donations we receive, whether they be financial, clothing,  

cookies for the seafarers or the time our volunteers give to the 

organization. Every donation - small or large - makes a  

difference! 

As you may have gathered from reading this newsletter or by 

reading our Annual Report, the Mission continues to operate on a 

very austere budget, and in fact this past year we had a small 

deficit. This is far from ideal, and while we continue to work at 

keeping our expenses down, things do happen. Recently we  

determined that our van is no longer serviceable, and this has 

imposed a strain on the Missionõs finances. The rental van is 

costing a fair bit, and of course is only a temporary fix. We have 

an application in to the ITF Seafarersõ Trust for funding for a new 

vehicle, and are awaiting word back. We are also investigating 

other funding options for vehicle replacement if it does not go 

through. Essentially, the road to a new van may take a while. 

It is apparent then, that we must make a donations appeal in 

order to help cover the costs of a rental van in the interim and 

potentially a new van in the long term. Please consider helping 

out if at all possible, and feel free to discuss this issue with 

Canon Ed or any of the Board members if you wish more  

information. Any and all assistance is always appreciated�� 


